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Updates from COLOMA Updates from COLOMA   

PRIMARY SCHOOL,PRIMARY SCHOOL,  

Mbarara, Uganda.Mbarara, Uganda.  

Dear Friends of Coloma Primary School, Happy 

Christmas and Peaceful New Year to you all!   

It is the rainy season here in South West Uganda, 

but in between heavy showers the sun is shining 

while our pupils and teachers are busy with their 

exams. We are proud of them, because they really 

have worked hard this year.   

We can see they really like learning. Another thing 

they like a lot is singing. I wish you could hear them 

at 7.45 am singing away the national anthem and 

then orderly marching to class, each class singing a 

different song. 

As our second year of activities is coming to an 

end, we feel thankful towards all our friends around 

the world, who are helping us build and run 

Coloma. A special thought goes to our „big sister‟, 

Coloma Girls School in England: we hope one day 

they will come and visit us! 

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR IN OUR SCHOOL 

A FEW NUMBERS … ABOUT COLOMA 

8-2-2012: will be our second birthday! In Uganda, each school year starts in 

February and our first one started in 2010 with 58 pupils.  
122: the number of pupils we have this year. 110 are girls (all boarding), and 12 are 

boys (day students, since we do not yet have funds to build the dormitory). 1,000 is the 

number of pupils we plan to have when the school buildings will be completed. It will take 

a while, but we will get there! 
6: tonnes of beans consumed each year for school meals. They are the main staple 

together with maize, rice and bananas. 

14: solar panels installed this year. We can now avoid using the diesel generator.  

957: fast-growing grevillea trees planted in 2011 to produce a sustainable firewood 

reserve for cooking school meals... and keep Uganda green. 

“I like my green t-shirt for sports”, says 

Precious, 10 years old. Coloma pupils wash 

their own uniforms every weekend.   

Thanks to our donors we now have a new  

50 m. long laundry line to dry them all quickly. 

Dear friends, greetings from Coloma!  

So much has been achieved this year, thanks to so 

many generous donations, and we are now ready and 

fully equipped with furniture, text books and uniforms for 

our first ever P5 (Primary Five) class, starting in February 

2012.  

In 2011, we improved our farm, finalized the new shower 

block, and our dream to light the school by solar power 

is now a reality, making Coloma a beacon of light and 

education in this green and fertile valley.  

We wish to send each of you our most heartfelt thank 

you, and hope you will find some interesting updates 

and photos about Coloma in this newsletter. Please 

don‟t hesitate to write to us for any additional 

information. We will be very happy to tell you more! 

Thank you. 
 

Sr. Theresa Bateta,  Head Teacher, Coloma. 



SPONSORING A CHILD 

43 out of 122 pupils at Coloma are 

receiving partial or full sponsorship 

because they are orphans or 

come from disadvantaged homes.   

Education is a huge gift and by 

paying their school fees you can 

help these children have better 

chances in their lives.  

€100: sponsors a child for one term. 

€300: sponsors a child for a 

complete school year (full 

boarding). 

Every year we will send you an 

update about the child you are 

sponsoring, to follow her / his 

progress at school. 

HELPING COLOMA  

Above, the newly built 

open-air shower block.  
 

Children fill a basin at a 

central tap, then bring it 

into one of the cubicles to 

splash over themselves 

and bathe in privacy. 

       WE APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS OR HELP YOU MAY WANT TO SEND US. 

       Please write to:   Sr. Mona, P.O. Box 171, Mbarara, Uganda 

       Email:   mahermona@yahoo.co.uk or colomaprimary@yahoo.com  

introducing the sisters  

From left to right in the picture, the Daughters of Mary and Joseph who 

are living and working at Coloma Primary School: 

Sr. Eileen Maher came to Uganda from Ireland in 1970. She is Coloma‟s 

Secretary. She also teaches knitting and handcraft to all our pupils and 

is in charge of our Guides / Brownies group. 

Sr. Leonidas Kyomugisha is the newest member of our community at 

Coloma. She has joined our teaching team in 2011, having nearly 15 

years teaching experience in primary schools.  

Sr. Theresa Bateta is our Head Teacher. She has vast experience managing youth programs and is well known everywhere in Mbarara, where 

she is often spotted on the back of a boda-boda (motorbike taxi) rushing to a meeting.  

Sr. Nelly Alyaheebwa is the manager of our farm, which is now providing milk, beans and matoke 

(savoury bananas, a tasty staple food in Uganda) to support the school‟s growing needs. 

Sr. Mona Maher is Eileen‟s younger sister and together they will celebrate 82 years in Uganda in 

2012. She is the school‟s Bursar, as well as our sponsorship and fundraising expert.  

 

taking care of the children 

We simply could not run our school without our passionate team of teachers, matrons and support 

staff. As Regis, one of our six matrons puts it: “I like my job because it‟s like having a huge family”.  

While the teachers and the sisters take care of the children during class or afternoon activities, the 

matrons take care of them all the rest of the time, from waking up time to bed time. They become 

like mothers to them, each sharing a dormitory with 20 children. On Sundays, they sit under the 

trees in the compound and they cut the girls‟ hair or nails and play with them for hours.  

We also employ a supervisor, a driver, two full-time cooks, two cleaners, three compound workers, 

a night watchman and a full-time nurse who takes care of the health of children and staff (in the 

picture, is our compound man Innocent repairing shoes on a Sunday afternoon, just to keep busy). 

FOOD & EQUIPMENT 

The running costs of the school 

are becoming  daunting for us.  

We are purchasing large 

quantities of uniforms, furniture 

and staple foods in advance to 

try and beat the inflation, which 

is now reaching 30%.  

Here are a few examples:  

€10 can help purchase 15 Kg of 

beans. 

€22 can buy a full set of class and 

sports uniforms for one child. 

€60 can provide a bunk bed for 

two children. 

BUILDING WORK 

Only 1/8 of the planned 

buildings in Coloma have been 

built so far, so we are still using 

classrooms as dormitories, 

offices and dining rooms.   

Thanks to the generosity of our 

donors, we have now 

completed a block of 50 

cement showers to replace the 

ones in corrugated iron, and 

installed the first solar panels for 

the school and the Junior Staff 

house.  

One urgent need at the 

moment is to built a multi-

purpose hall to be used as 

dining room, assembly and 

meeting room. This will cost in 

the region of €60,000, so any 

contribution towards this is 

highly appreciated! 


